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SUBJECT: COLOMBIAN APPLICATION FOR OECD MEMBERSHIP 

REF: STATE 6106 

1 . SECGEN HAS CALLED HEADS OF DEL MEETING FOR 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 TO CONSIDER BEST MEANS OF 
HANDLING FORMAL COLOMBIAN APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
IN OECD. COLOMBIAN APPLICATION CONVEYED IN SEPTEMBER 
13 TELEGRAM TO VAN LENNEP FROM FINANCE MINISTER 
BOTERO, TEXT OF WHICH FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT 

OUR AMBASSADOR IN PARIS HAS INFORMED YOU OF 
COLOMBIA'S INTEREST IN JOINING OECD. I HEREBY 
OFFICIALLY CONFIRM COLOMBIA’S APPLICATION FOR MEMBER- 
SHIP AND ITS WILLINGNESS TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE 1960 
CONVENTION. 

IN VIEW OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF ARTICLE 16, 

WE ARE SIMULTANEOUSLY INFORMING GOVERNMENTS OF ALL 
OECD MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THIS APPLICATION AND REQUEST- 
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I WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR INFORMING THE 
COUNCIL OF THIS APPLICATION AND INCLUDING IT IN THE 
AGENDA FOR CONSIDERATION AT SOME SUITABLE DATE IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE. WILL GLADLY SUPPLY ALL PERTINENT INFOR 
MATION ON THE COLOMBIAN ECONOMY THAT YOU SHOULD 
CONSIDER USEFUL FOR COUNCIL'S DELIBERATIONS. 

IF NECESSARY, I WOULD BE PREPARED TO PRESENT 
COLOMBIA'S CASE PERSONALLY BEFORE THE COUNCIL AT A 
MUTUALLY CONVENIENT OPPORTUNITY. END TEXT 

2. FYI: VAN LENNEP'S CHEF DE CABINET HAS INFORMED US 
THAT COLOMBIAN AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE CALLED ON VAN 
LENNEP IN EARLY JULY UNDER INSTRUCTIONS TO SOUND OUT 
POSSIBILITIES FOR COLOMBIAN MEMBERSHIP. VAN LENNEP 
INFORMED HIM ON PERSONAL BASIS THAT HE SAW NO POSSI- 
BILITY OF AGREEMENT TO COLOMBIAN ACCESSION AND COLOM- 
BIAN AMBASSADOR INDICATED HE WOULD RECOMMEND AGAINST 
FORMAL APPLICATION. VAN LENNEP HEARD NOTHING MORE ON 
THIS MATTER UNTIL HE RECEIVED BOTERO TELEGRAM. END FYI. 

3. UNLESS OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED BY OPENING OF BUSINESS 
SEPTEMBER 17, MISSION WILL VOICE NEGATIVE POSITION IN 
HEADS OF DEL MEETING SIMILAR TO THAT CONTAINED IN REF- 
TEL, I.E., THAT OECD IS RESTRICTED FORUM IN WHICH THE 
INDUSTRIALIZED STATES CONSIDER ECONOMIC ISSUES OF 
COMMON INTEREST AND POSSIBLE APPROACHES TO THESE 
ISSUES AND THAT EFFECTIVENSS OF ORGANIZATION DEPENDS 

TO IARGE DEGREE ON ITS SMALL AND RELATIVELY HOMOGENEOUS 
MEMBERSHIP. 

TURNER 
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